
Intercultural Week
19-25 March 2006
including INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST RACISM 21 March 2006



Background

The overall theme of Intercultural Week 
in 2006 is ‘Participation’
19-25 March is Intercultural Week in Ireland North and South. The
week is built around and includes the United Nations designated
International Day Against Racism (March 21).

Intercultural Week and International Day against Racism provide an
important opportunity for statutory, non-government, media, youth,
local development and community bodies to organise events that
focus on celebrating diversity in Ireland, North and South.

Participation is one of the five key themes of the National Action Plan
Against Racism in Ireland and is one of the six-shared aims of the
Racial Equality Strategy for Northern Ireland (both published in 2005).

Participation is essentially about increasing participation and a sense
of belonging for people from minority ethnic backgrounds in public,
political, economic and cultural life.



The theme of the week includes a focus
on participation in:
• Key public services, including education, health, employment 

and policing
• Community development in local areas
• Political and public processes (including the 2006 Census in the

South of Ireland)
• Social and cultural life
• Schools and colleges
• The media.

Who is coordinating the week?
Intercultural Week is coordinated by the Equality Commission for
Northern Ireland (ECNI) and the National Consultative Committee on
Racism and Interculturalism (NCCRI) in association with the Steering
Group of the National Action Plan Against Racism.

What will be happening during
Intercultural Week 2006?
There will be a wide range of events happening during the week.
Many organisations will be co-ordinating their own events. If you are
interested in organising an event please let us know. There is a list of
ideas at the end of this flyer.



Events and initiatives for March 2006
already confirmed include:
• A free education resource booklet on ethnic diversity in Ireland

North and South
• A free advice booklet in 6 different languages on how to seek

advice and to complain against racism
• Free poster on which you may want to publicise your event
• An international conference in Belfast, focussing on how public

services can respond positively to diversity including new research
on Ireland, North and South and Scotland

• A poetry competition for schools
• A seminar in Dublin focussing on minority ethnic participation in 

the 2006 census
• Public awareness campaigns on the theme of participation
• Film festivals
• Initiatives focussing on policing
• Initiatives focussing on sport
• Initiatives challenging the misinformation about groups such as Migrant

Workers, Asylum Seekers, the Nigerian and the Roma community
• IPA seminar for Civil Servants on the National Action Plan Against

Racism (March 13).



Ideas for activities during Intercultural
Week / International Day Against Racism

These are a few suggestions for events:
• Organise an event in your school, college or workplace to coincide 

with Intercultural Week
• Organise an intercultural lunchtime / evening event that draws on 

the talents of people from different cultures who work with you 
or live in your area

• Organise a debate on the theme of racism / ethnic diversity or a 
related theme such as immigration

• Launch a policy or a publication linked to the theme of the week
• Organise an anti-racism / intercultural training session
• Link with local community groups to organise an event
• Issue a press release to mark Intercultural Week / International Day

Against Racism and to highlight some key events
• Challenge the myths and misinformation about groups such as 

Migrant Workers, Asylum Seekers and Travellers 
• Highlight the aims of Intercultural Week with the groups, clients 

or customers you work with by displaying the posters available on 
our websites

• For further information log on to: www.nccri.ie or
www.equalityni.org.

NCCRI wishes to acknowldge and thank the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform / 
The National Action Plan Against Racism steering group
chaired by Lucy Gaffney for part funding this initiative.



Contact us
For free posters / flyers and booklets or if you are looking for further
information please consult our websites.

NCCRI
Third Floor
Jervis House
Jervis Street
Dublin 1
Email: info@nccri.ie
www.nccri.ie

NAPAR
www.diversityireland.ie

If you are organising an event please let us know about it by email
before 7 March 2006. Please enclose the following details:

Name of event: ..........................................................................................................................

Name of organisers: ..................................................................................................................

Where it is happening: ............................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

When it is happening (date and time):..........................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

Who can participate: ................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

Admission fee (if applicable): ..............................................................................................

ECNI
Equality House
7-9 Shaftesbury Square
Belfast BT2 1DP
Tel: 028 90 500600
Fax: 028 90 248687
Textphone: 028 90 500589
Email: information@equalityni.org
www.equalityni.org


